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Japanese studies and its information resources in China

Field surveys on Japanese collections in Asia, America and Europe were conducted to identify the problems as the information
sources on contemporary Japanese studies. The current survey of Chinese institutions was carried out with several points in
mind: comparisons with the results of previous surveys; feasibility of union catalogs for Japanese materials; review of supporting
elements such as materials and librarians inseparable from China’s Japanese studies.

Consequently, characteristics of China’s Japanese studies including: concerted interest in modernization of Japan; direct access
to corresponding Japanese scholarly community; prominence of Japanese language as the source materials were identified. China
has both favorable and unfavorable conditions for construction and maintenance of union catalogs of Chinese materials, whereas,
for Japanese materials, some plans are going to be formulated. International cooperation on union catalogs compilation may
be feasible. The validity of viewpoint to regard China’s Japanese studies as inseparable from its supporting elements may be
confirmed by the nature of Japanese studies in China.





