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The Shift in the Fashion of Japanese Modern Women through the Introduction of
the Western Urban Culture in Japan

The early phase of the way in which the overall fashion in Japanese dress became “‘westernized” through the Western-style
urban culture actively introduced in Japan can be explained, in relation to th the early Meiji-period governments interested in
the concept of modern city and their subsequent inclination of following (or mimicking) the ostensible formality of the Western
culture as part of their grand objective to “civilize” or “westernize” the then Japanese society. For instance, high-ranking Japanese
officials and their partners socializing with one another at such Western-style (members-only) social clubs as the Rokumeikan
(FEENRAiE), wearing Western-style suits or dresses, could be seen as merely mimicking the then Westerners’ attire. The emergence
of the Westernization in Japan during the Daisho period after the First World War has a tendency of being influenced by the
American culture-based urbanization. And this “latest” urban phenomenon enabled the creation of such new forms of spaces
for cultural consumption and residence as dance halls, cafes and cultural housings in Japan. In parallel with this, the fashion
in Japanese dress also became gradually transformed to adapt itself to these new forms of cultural consumption and residence.
Accordingly, new fashion trends reflecting the then American fashion style started emerging that ranged from knee-length skirt
to the flapper style like short-cut hairstyle with cloche hat. In particular, it can be said that the emergence of the flapper style,
the symbol of modern girls who were growing as main (cultural) consumers of that period, resulted from Japan’s long-term
efforts to accommodate and then introduce the Western culture in its society. Although the women’s fashion in Japan in the
early Meiji period tended to merely mimic the Western fashion style, such a trend-seeking tendency started being gradually
transformed and then “settled” with times, according to the concomitant shift in its need responsive to the then sociocultural
circumstances.





