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A Study on the Representation of Women in the
Okamoto kanoko’s Literary Works

Choi Ga-Hyung

One of the most notable things about Kanoko’s work is that it is Kanoko herself, who has been the most sought-after subject
of discussion, not only at the time of the work’s release, but also to the present. This has nothing to do with Kanoko’s bold
and colorful private life. Due to his unconventional private life, Kanoko is often portrayed as a “dominant” woman, as well
as a defiant figure who tried to challenge the patriarchal frameworks and customs of Japanese society at that time. Because
of this trend, Kanoko’s work was evaluated mainly in conjunction with the writer’s tendencies, privacy and testimony of the
Kanoko family. In particular, female narrators, who are the main characters of the work, were often identified as Kanoko’s
alter ego or as surrogates reflecting either aspect of Kanoko, and it was rare for them to be judged as characters themselves.
In an attempt to overcome the above homogenous tendencies in the Kanoko work study, we want to look at the female images
of Kanoko works as themselves, not as part of Kanoko’s alter ego, agent, and examine them again from the present point
of view.



