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Akutagawaryunosuke’s Theory of AKI
- focusing on the triangle relationship and mental conflict -

Kam, Young-Hee

In this article, I attempted to analyze the mental conflicts of three main characters in the “AKI”, the first post modem psychological
novel of Akutagawa. As a prerequisite for the analysis, I studied the Nobuko’s image of author Akutagawa which is described
by the elder sister Nobuko.

First, Akutagawa did not describe Nobuko as a critical person. Rather, he described her as a psychological person with dark
inner-mind. This image of Nobuko infers the view of Akutagawa toward modern women with education.

Next, the jealous psychology and factors surrounding triangle relationship are summarized. The emotional conflict and jealousy
among two sisters toward Shunkichi had been sprouted long before the marriage. This hidden conflict of sisters is indeed the
main subject of “AKI”.

Three people continuously avoid to face their candid emotions in various ways. They use soft expressions, not aggressive
words, and do not elucidate who the assailants and the victims are in this triangle relationship. It is not clear who has what
kinds of discontent against whom. They keep their distance thinking about the triangle relationship because of the reality, and
there was no way to escape from their current situation which was laid in front of them.

However, when we read “AKI” with the jealousy of sisters in mind, we know that the actions of sisters were rooted based
on their jealousy.





