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The Japanese Neo-Confucianism and the Kyukoji Temple

- The Origination and Variation of the Royalism -

Lee, Ho-Yun

Kyukoji Temple is the cradle of the Southern school of the Japanese doctrines of Chu-tzu and is the place where the thought 
of the doctrines of Chu-tzu scholar Yamazaki Ansai ( ) who advocated the theory of the respect for king was formed. 
The Southern school of the Japanese doctrines of Chu-tzu was initiated with Minamimura Biken ( ) who was a vassal 
of the family of the powerful person Ouchi in Japan’s Yamaguchi area that actively exchanged with Joseon in the former half 
period of Joseon moving to Shikoku Kochi area and giving the lectures on the doctrines of Chu-tzu. Yamazaki Ansai was 
deeply touched by Yi Toe-gye ( )’s interpretation of the doctrines of Chu-tzu and was born again as a scholar of the 
doctrines of Chu-tzu deserting the status of Buddhist monk, and as he placed emphasis on justification ( ) and integrity 
and fidelity ( ) and respected the royal authority, he is called a theorist of the respect for king. Such a theory of the respect 
for king of Yamazaki Ansai was actively accepted by the young samurais who overthrew Japan´s feudal government and insisted 
on the royal restoration in the last period of Japan´s feudal government and in the period Restauration Meiji, and then Meiji 
Japan was born. In July in the first year (1868) of Meiji, the decree for separation of gods from Buddhas was announced 
and ‘Haibutsukisyaku ( )’ movement that destructed Buddhist temples and the statues of the Buddha was developed. 
In the gale of Haibutsukisyaku, the cradle of the Southern school of the Japanese doctrines of Chu-tzu, Kyukoji Temple disappeared 
in the world. By the way the people who took the lead of such Haibutsukisyaku movement were none but those who were 
influenced by the ‘the thought of the respect for king’, after all the space where Yamazaki Ansai formed the theory of the 
respect for king being influenced by the Joseon Confucianism was destructed by the drastic theorist of the respect for king. 
Kyukoji Temple is significant as the cradle of the Japanese doctrines of Chu-tzu but it is also significant as the scene of lesson 
which tells that what tragic result the ethic Confucianism brought about when it was degenerated into ultranationalism and/or 
statism. 




