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A Comparative Views of Lee Kwang—su and Soseki Natsume on Their Illnesses

Shin, Yun-Ju

Various media in Korea and Japan pointed out that Lee Kwang-soo overlaps with Soseki Natsume in December 2016 and
January 2017, the “100th anniversary of the birth of his work Moojeong” and the special meaning of One hundred years after
Soseki’s death. In this paper tried to examine how the individual illnesses of both Korean and Japanese national writers such
as Lee Kwang Soo and Soseki influenced those who were intellectual authors. The goal of this paper is to consider what the
viewpoints of both were as a writer looking at illness in a series of essays and diaries written on their bedside. There is a
clear difference between the situations of Lee Kwang-soo and Soseki, but it is very similar in the fact that they lived in the
sight of others, had ‘trauma’ from the particular experiences in the past and found out the causes of situations from their inherent
‘natures’. In addition to the physical pain that lies in the path of life and death, their own enthusiasm for survival will also
be common. Most of all, Lee Kwang Soo and Soseki reveal the painful intentions that they failed to perform properly as a
husband and father due to experiences on illnesses, such as hospitalization, hospital life, and medical treatments. This paper
concluded Lee Kwang-su and Soseki turned their eyes toward their family, also had to write their writings as a writer under
any circumstances, instead of neglecting the results of the illness that make humans the weakest,





