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A study on the honorific systems of Japanese and Vietnamese

This article is on the honorific systems of Japanese and Vietnamese. The following facts were clarified in this study.

The honorific system of Japanese contains exalted forms, two types of humble forms, and polite forms, whereas that of Vietnamese
contains exalted forms, one type of humble forms, and polite forms. The honorific system of Japanese was developed on verbs,
while that of Vietnamese was on prefixes and proverbs.

As to polite forms, while Japanese ones were totally grammaticalized, Vietnamese ones keep their morph because of the
characteristic as an isolating language. The writing by chit ném also took part of this phenomenon. And Vietnamese does not
have exalted forms made by feeling of awe against the nature and God.





