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Rereading of fJigokuhens from Nietzsche’s Philosophy Viewpoint
- Focused on the art-for-art principle -
Byun, Chan—Bok

The purpose of this study was to interpret Jigokuhen with the base of Nietzscheanism. Nietzsche was well known for a philosopher
who had deconstructed traditional Western metaphysics and promoted mental elevation from the art of tragedy. Akutagawa situated
Yoshihide in the status of a overman, who had overcome the despise and agony from the crowd and courageously faced with
the life of extreme ups and downs. On the contrary, he put Otono into the status of last man who tried to maintain the existing
power and social value and was finally ruined. Yoshihide’s pursuit of the beauty of ugliness was tantamount to rebuilding things
which were suppressed and removed by the social order and ethos. It also made a transformation of the art which could lead
to a mental elevation. Yoshihide’s intention of seeing the terrible scenes before drawing a picture was not due to the intention
of strait imitation but due to the intention of being spiritually assimilated into the object. The moment of aesthetic ecstasy
which Yoshihide had experienced was similar to the Philosophy of the Moment of Nietzsche which was the part of Eternal
Recurrence.





