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Newspaper Articles on the Alien Registration Act published during the U.S.
Occupation of Japan

Yi, Haeng—-Hwa-Lee, Gyeong-Gyu

The research explores social problems with which zainichi Koreans in postwar Japan had to be confronted as the Alien Registration
Act was promulgated in 1952, by analyzing the associated newspaper articles published in the two major zainichi Korean ethnic
newspapers respectively — Chosen Soren Chuo ShiboffhEH Jukf andMindan ShimbunJHI#. This Act eventually came
into effect amid fears that it might possibly be used as an effective legal tool on the Japanese side to oppress zainichi Koreans
as well as to justify limits on their inalienable right to live: what lay behind its creation has been highly suspected in that
the ordinance was allegedly designed to conspire to do so against them, particularly given its penal regulations having become
unusually stricter as opposed to what it originally stipulated. Once the decree took effect, it became clear that zainichi Koreans
could not help but face up to a series of life-threatening situations to themselves, those running the gamut from the then Japanese
government’s violation of their human rights performed employing illegal house-search and forced imprisonment to limiting
their food rationing and private property rights, for example. \

And it was the zainichi ethnic newspaper articles as mentioned above that could considerably contribute to bringing to the
fore how well and desperately zainichi Koreans have then organized themselves in their da-to-day lives to defend their natural
rights to live in postwar Japan. Which also revealed simultaneously how differently Chongryon (The General Association of
Korean Residents in Japan) and Mindan (The Korean Residents Union in Japan) have viewed and attended to this issue. It
is also true that such an ideological divide distinct in zainichi Koreans® response to it tends to imply in part what was behind
all the fierce rivalries and confrontations that then took place between these two major zainichi Korean organizations in affiliation
with political situations of their respective native countries. Through the analysis of zainichi ethnic newspaper articles can it
be confirmed as well that such ideological schism deep-rooted in zainichi Korean communities manifests that, in fact, both
the Japanese government and the GHQ jointly conspired to instigate it, supporting the right-wing groups under the banner of
anti-communism.



