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Postwar Japan and Masaru Kobayasi

- The construction of the location of “Ford and 1927” and war recognition —

This article is to study the novel “Ford-1927" by Kobayashi Masaru, focusing on the protagonist’s perception changes about
war. This novel, published in 1956, is the first work for Kobayashi Masaru to write about the colonised Chosun dynasty, and
it is considered as a turning point for the author.

With the main background of the story being post-1945 Jinan, China, there appear various settings such as the colonised Chosun
in the 1930s, Tokyo in the 1940s, and the colonised Chosun in 1944. The background of the story changes as the protagonist
reminisces about the past, who is a remnant of the lost war. The changes in the setting could be considered as representation
of his growth. However, the growth occurs in parallel with the 15-year-war, thus the growth process of the main character
could be transferred as his perception transformation of the war.

In this article, we focused on the changes in the settings and researched the meanings of each backdrop that is recalled by
the main character. Our research revealed that each setting is not merely the protagonist’s memory. Rather, they are closely
related to the main character’s perception of the war.





