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Akutagawa's gender awareness

—Focused on Yabunonaka, as a novel rape —

If Akutagawa’s motif of gender awareness for women’s mistrust and suspicion exists, such tendencies would be best reflected
in YABUNONAKA. In this study, Akutagawa’s gender awareness for women was analyzed through Akutagawa’s Masago’s rape
and Takehiro’s perspective as he witnessed this act. Tazyomaru’s awareness change for Masago occurs so easily. Furthermore,
the fact that Takehiro looks down upon Masago, in the case of Akutagawa, is due to the lack of compassion from his biological
mother. And this is evident through the threatening events experienced by a prostitute. As a result, the propensity to smile
is portrayed through Masago by Akutagawa. Whether this was done consciously or unconsciously, it led both men, Tazyomaru
and Takehiro, to their deaths. It can be concluded the men’s psychological state can be a motif of Akutagawa’s women mistrust
and suspicion.

Misogyny means hatred for women, in other words, it means to look down upon women. Men’s attitude of looking down
upon women and women’s self-hatred is transparent through Masago, therefore, a sectional glimpse of Japan’s family structure
can be seen under its patriarchy. It is important to be aware and mindful of the existence of men’s condescending manner
and self-display behind their faces. I think the response of men who surrounded Masago’s rape is a reflection of Akutagawa’s
women gender awareness. It can be concluded that Akutagawa is a writer who carries on the idea of misogynist as it is evident
in the novel called YABUNONAKA.





