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A study on history of the compound verb
-TFocus on ‘makuru’ -

The purpose of this study is to examine the origin and the process of compound verb ‘makuru’. ‘Makuru’ is sued in the
former form of the compound verb, like ‘makuriageru’ and the latter form of the compound verb, for example, ‘tukaimakuru’.
So the research was conducted on two types of compound verbs in various publishing, from classic literature to modern day
newspaper and magazines.

As a result of examining the recorded Japanese literature, it was found that ‘makuru’ first appeared in ‘makuranosuosi’
which was published in the Heian era. There it was used as the latter form of the compound verb. The first ever appearance
of the former form of compound verb was in the year Ryouzinhisyou 1179 and then it was originally used as the former form
of the compound verb.

‘Makuru’ usually has a negative meaning and this meaning was set already in the 13th century. Mainly it was used to describe
natural phenomenon, when combined with other words.

Also it was found that ‘Makuru’ was used often in Japanes classic texts as the former form of the compound verb. However
in the contemporary world, the usage decreased and instead the latter form of the compound verb is used more frequently.





