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Research Study on the Comparison between Korean and Japanese Animal Proverbs
= On the basis of rabbit as the subject matter —

Han, Tak-Cheol

This research study uses a rabbit as the subject matter in order to analyze Korean and Japanese proverbs. Specifically, the
study compares and analyzes the rabbit’s physical characteristics, living patterns, tales offering life lessons, rabbit hunting and
special metaphors as they relate to the proverbs. The results for Korea showed that there was 35% for proverbs related to
rabbits” natural behavioral tendencies and 30% for rabbit hunting related proverbs. On the other hand, in Japan’s case, there
was 27.5% proverbs related to rabbit hunting and 27.5% other proverbs.

The five categories above can further be grouped into the following: proverbs that have both the Korean and Japanese
commonality, proverbs that appear only in Korea and proverbs that only appear in Japan. According to the analysis, based
on the Korean and Japanese proverbial commonality, there was a high degree of commonality among the natural behavioral
tendencies of rabbits and rabbit hunting related proverbs. It seems that both countries’proverbs pertaining to rabbits’ natural
tendencies and rabbit hunting seeks to figuratively express these sayings in order to provide humor and life lessons.

The following are the results for the proverbs that had no commonality between the two countries. First, for Japan, there
appears proverbs related to the moon which is the symbol for a rabbit; however, in Korea, there is no such an expression
related to the moon. Second, in the case of Korea, there appears examples of rabbits being symbolized as weak animals when
compared against strong animals. However, in Japan, there is no such proverbs. Third, in the case of Japan, there is a high
prevalence of proverbs originating from Chinese classics; whereas, in the case of Korea, there seems to be an abundance of
metaphoric expressions used for humor in people’s everyday lives.





