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A comparative contemplation on the longevity patterns appearing on the formal

dresses of modern age ladies in Korea and Japan

This study compared and contemplated the longevity patterns appearing on the formal dresses of modern age ladies in Korea
and Japan.

According to the study result, the common longevity patterns appearing on the formal dresses of ladies in Korea and Japan
are; crane pattern, butterfly pattern, ume flower pattern, cloud pattern, rock pattern and wave pattern. The flying crane pattern
was the main pattern at the embroidered patch at breast and back during the Joseon dynasty. The crane pattern during the
Edo age was in various forms including flying cranes or cranes taking a stroll on the rock. The flying butterfly pattern in
beautiful multicolor was used in the formal dresses of the two countries; while the ume flower pattern was described in the
form of five petals. The cloud pattern was mostly used as the base pattern. The rock pattern was mostly used in the lower
end of the formal dress in the form of oddly formed rocks and strangely shaped stones. The wave pattern was expressed in
semicircular five-color waves during the Joseon dynasty; while it was mostly expressed in the form of flowing water during
the Edo age.

The elixir plant pattern, peach pattern, mountain pattern, longevity () pattern and good fortune (%) pattern appear only
on the formal dress of Joseon age ladies. A crane holds elixir plant in its beak in the elixir plant pattern. The three mountains
pattern is located in the center of wave pattern at the lower end of the ‘bo’, ‘hyungbae’ or formal dress. The longevity (55)
pattern and good fortune (&) pattern are expressed in gilt or gilt fabric with regular arrangement. The turtle pattern, pine tree
pattern, bamboo pattern, chrysanthemum pattern and tangerine pattern appear only on the formal dress of Edo age ladies. The
turtle pattern is expressed both as turtle pattern and geometric hexagonal pattern. The pine tree pattern and bamboo pattern
mostly have pine tree, bamboo and ume flower altogether. The chrysanthemum pattern and tangerine pattern are expressed
harmoniously.





