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Pragmatic Study on Honorific Expressions with Non-Honorific Functions
- With a Focus on Applicability to Felicity Conditions -

Shin, Hee-Hae

The purpose of this study is, by paying attention to the honorific expressions that may hurt the other person’s feelings or
damage the interpersonal relationships with others, to discover their pragmatic features and meanings. In this study, these features
are called “non-honorific functions” in that they threaten the listener to lose his/her face, and are examined based on drama
scenarios to discover what kind of non-honorifics there are. As a result, non-honorific functions could be classified as warnings,
complaints, and criticisms. Plus, we approached with a perspective of felicity conditions to discover their pragmatic meanings,
where we set new standards for complaints and criticisms which do not belong to the sub-classes of felicity conditions in this
paper. This shows that honorific expressions that have functions of warning, complaints, and criticisms do not deviate from
the above criteria. This seems to be the results of linguistic activities based on pragmatic thinking such as felicity conditions
to minimize the instance of threatening one to lose his/her face with the use of the honorific expressions that have functions
of warnings, complaints, and criticisms.



