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Study on ‘omiyage’

—In search of origin and original meaning -

Park, Sang-Hyun

In this article, we looked at the origin of ‘omiyage’ and its original meaning. In ancient Japan, ‘tabi(travel)’ was a difficult
thing with danger. It is true that it is closely related to the pilgrimage to the holy land called Ise worship, which began in
the Edo period when travel began to spread widely in Japan. Therefore, it is easy to find the origin of ‘Omiyage’ in the Edo
period. However, as we considered in this paper, the origin of ‘omiyage’ could be traced back to the Manyo era. On the other
hand, the meaning of ‘omiyage’ includes a return to the farewell gift. However, ‘omiyage’ has a more original meaning. Travelers
and families are in a mutually sympathetic relationship, worrying about each other’s safety and wishing each other’s well-being.
Therefore, it is enough to know that the traveler who returned home safely had an infinite gratitude to the family who wished
for his well-being. As a result, travelers expressed their gratitude by handing a rare item obtained from another place to the
family as ‘omiyage’. I think this appreciation is the original meaning of ‘omiyage’



