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A study on Oe Kenzaburd's “Eremite of the forest in the atomic age”
- The state of Okinawa through ‘expiation sheep’ and ‘freedom’ -

Matsuzaki, Mieko

This paper is analysis of Oe Kenzaburd’s “Eremite of the forest in the atomic age” published in 1968, focused historical
background around 1968. It was proved that the text does not tell us about nuclear but also drew Oe’s eyes to stare at Okinawa
from Meiji to the present age, and his criticism to Japanese of the mainland. By using the wards, ‘expiation sheep’ and ‘freedom’,
Oe expressed that Okinawa had been forced to much sacrifice since Meiji, and even in the thorny situation, Okinawa people
had continued being conscious of “freedom” to restore identity. “Eremite of the forest in the atomic age” advocated the need
to be thought about the sacrificial history of Okinawa, US bases and the nuclear issue in Okinawa by all Japanese, before
the reversion of Okinawa to Japan.





