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The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995 and Role of Japanese Literature
~The Literary Response of “Collection of poems; the Great Hanshin-Auwgji Earthquake” —

Cho, Mee-Kyoung

This paper focuses on the “Collection of poems; the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake(FHE - BIAMAIEAFESS)”, which
symbolizes this natural disaster since the “the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake” in January 1995. So, I systematically analyzed
how modern Japanese writers perceived and responded to the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. Through these insights, I have
searched for the function and role of literature on these disaster situations by systematically analyzing the backgrounds of the
Japanese writers” publishing this poetry, as well as the related ways of these huge disasters and contemporary Japanese literature.

The “Collection of poems; the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake” was planned by the group ‘Art, Aid, Kobe’ which was
created as a result of voluntary movement aiming at ‘revival of culture’ in a short time after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake.
In this sense, “Collection of poems; the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake” had the characteristics of a “poem of repose of souls”
of a great disaster. This can be seen in characteristics of this poetry in terms of the literary representation of the disaster situation
of Kobe and Osaka, the grief and fear of the victims, the disastrous reality and the collapsed life base. However, poets who
participated in this poetry not only depict the disaster situation of the time, but also critically depicted the civilization, city,
and human desire that has created human civilization. And then poets sang hope of the future in this desperate reality. They
sought comfort and encouragement to the victims who were trying to regenerate and revive, as well as the affection for their
area and hometown. The greatest feature of this poetry is that the phenomenon of the great earthquake was to close up with
the aspect of the war that the Japanese experienced during the Pacific War.





