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Teaching Creative Expressions in Japanese Language Learning Using Gianni Rodari’s

“The Grammar of Fantasy”

Hayasawa, Masato

This paper reports on a Japanese language education class that incorporated methods of creative expression described in Gianni 
Rodari’s “The Grammar of Fantasy” (1973). In this work, Rodari argues that fantasy worlds are created by combining impossible 
ideas. Based on this argument, I let students devise stories based on (1) impossible combinations of <adjective + noun> (e.g., 
“sacred demon” and “peaceful war”), (2) combinations of different sensations (e.g., “cold green” and “sweet blue”), and (3) 
impossible combinations of <subject + predicate> (e.g., “the paper cries” and “the university soars through the sky”). Classes 
that teach creative expression enable students to acquire special expressions that are not commonly used (metaphor, onomatopoeia, 
etc.) and are suitable for fostering creative thinking and sensibilities. The aim of this lesson was to develop human resources
with rich sensitivity and the ability to use language expressions correctly through a language game that involved word combinations. 




